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Introduction 
 
This booklet has been prepared to assist students in selecting courses and planning an appropriate program 

of study to earn their diploma at Yorktown High School.  
 
The student's selection of courses during the registration period of each year should be based on an overall 

plan considering the student's abilities, interests, educational goals, and career goals. 
 
Counseling services are available to all students to provide information in the areas of educational and 

career planning. 
 
It is the student's responsibility to be aware of current requirements for graduation from high school and to 

do everything in his/her power to meet those requirements. Parents are encouraged to play an active part in the 
student's future choices. 
 

The Foundation with Endorsement High School Program meets the entrance requirements of most 
colleges, universities, and advanced technical schools. Once students decide upon a particular college, 
university, or technical school, they should review their four-year plan to make sure they will meet all entrance 
requirements for that school.  

 
Students can take the 22 credit Foundation High School Program only if approved by their parent(s) or 

guardian and a school official. They may only opt out of the endorsement after their 10th grade year. 
 
These pages are designed as a guide to help you plan your high school career. Please do not hesitate to 

contact the counselor if you have any questions. 
 
State approved high school plans are subject to change by the Texas Education Agency (TEA). 
 
Revisions to the information in this booklet are subject to the mandates of TEA and the policies of the 

Yorktown ISD School Board.   
 
Courses are available based on staffing and student requests and may vary from year to year. 
 
                                               Non Discrimination Statement 
 
It is the policy of Yorktown High School not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex or handicap in providing educational services or activities as required by Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended: Title IX or the Education Amendments of 1972 ; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, as amended. 
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 New Texas Graduation Plans 
The Texas Legislature has changed high school graduation requirements starting with the students who were 
freshmen during the 2014-2015 school year. The change in graduation requirements allows more flexibility for 
high school students to pursue either higher education or a career pathway. The Texas Legislature has created 
one graduation plan called, “Foundation High School Program (FHSP). In addition to the FHSP, students will 
have the opportunity to earn endorsements and performance acknowledgements.  
Snapshot of New Graduation Requirements for Freshmen Beginning 2014-2015 

DISCIPLINE 
Foundation High School Plan 

(FHSP) 
22 CREDITS 

FHSP + Endorsements 
26 CREDITS 

FHSP + Endorsements 
Distinguished Level of 

Achievement 
 (Includes Algebra II) 

26 CREDITS 
English 

Language 
Arts 

Four credits to include: 
English I, II, III, and an advanced 

course. 

Four credits to include: 
English I, II, III, and an advanced 

course. 

Four credits to include: 
English I, II, III, and an advanced 

course. 
Mathematics Three credits to include:  

● Algebra I and  
● Geometry 

● An advanced math course 

Four credits to include:  
● Algebra I and  
● Geometry 

● Two credits in an advanced 
math course 

Four credits to include:  
● Algebra I and  
● Geometry 
● Algebra II 

● One credit in an advanced math 
course 

Science Three credits to include: 
● Biology 

● IPC or an advanced science 
course 

● An advanced science course 

Four credits to include: 
● Biology 

● IPC/Chemistry/Physics 
● Two credits in an advanced 

science courses 

Four credits to include: 
● Biology 

● IPC/Chemistry/Physics 
● Two credits in an advanced 

science courses 
Social 

Studies 
Three credits to include: 

● U.S. History 
● U.S. Government (0.5 credit) 
● Economics (0.5 credit) 
● World History or World 

Geography 

Three credits to include: 
● U.S. History 

● U.S. Government (0.5 credit) 
● Economics (0.5 credit) 
● World History or World 

Geography 

Three credits to include: 
● U.S. History 

● U.S. Government (0.5 credit) 
● Economics (0.5 credit) 
● World History or World 

Geography 
Physical 

Education 
One credit One credit One credit 

Languages 
Other Than 

English 

Two credits in same language Two credits in same language Two credits in same language 

Fine Arts One credit One credit One credit 
Speech Demonstrated proficiency in 

speech skills 
Demonstrated proficiency in 

speech skills 
Demonstrated proficiency in 

speech skills 
Electives Five credits Seven credits Seven credits 

ENDORSEMENTS 

STEM BUSINESS/INDUSTRY ARTS/HUMANITIES 
MULTIDISCIPLNARY 

STUDIES Public Service 
Computer Science 
Math Core 
Science Core 

Animal Science 
Welding 
Construction 
Culinary Arts 
Information Technology 
Business Management 
and Administration 

Band  
Art 
Theater Arts 
Social Studies 

Four advanced courses 
that prepare students for 
the workforce or 
postsecondary 
education (Must 
complete the curriculum 
requirements for at least 
one endorsement and 
take both world 
geography and world 
history.) 

Education and 
Training 

 
State Assessments Required for 
Graduation 
English I, II; Algebra I; Biology; and U.S. 
History 

 Performance Acknowledgements 
Outstanding performance: Dual credit coursework; 
bilingualism/biliteracy; college AP;PSAT, ACT-PLAN, SAT or 
ACT; Business or Industry Certificate or License 

 Questions? 
Contact the counselor or 
www.tea.state.tx.us/graduation.aspx 
(House Bill 5) 
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STATE ASSESSMENTS 
 
STATE OF TEXAS ASSESSMENTS OF ACADEMIC READINESS (STAAR) 

Students entering school in the fall of 2011 will be required to pass all required STAAR tests and receive 
the cumulative points needed for each subject area to graduate.  

 
o English I 
o English II  
o Algebra 1  
o Biology 
o U.S. History 
 

In accordance with YISD Board Policy FMH (local), students shall meet all state and local graduation 
requirements, including all applicable exit-level testing, to be eligible to participate in commencement 
activities and ceremonies. 
 
** Any student who has not passed an EOC exam will retake those as needed when scheduled by the 
state.       
 
DUAL CREDIT 

Classes will be offered at YHS for dual credit through a variety of mediums: interactive television (ITV), 
online or in person. This program is generally available to us through Victoria College.  Determination of a 
college class for dual credit that is not taken through the YHS campus will be determined on an 
individual basis.  

 
Student Dual Credit Eligibility Requirements: 

● PRIOR APPROVAL from the counselor or principal 
● Meet all requirements for early admission to the College as listed in the current College Catalog, as well 
as other requirements that may be imposed by the School District. 
● The class load of a high school student shall not exceed two college credit courses per semester.  (Under 
special circumstances that indicate a student with exceptional academic abilities is capable of college-
work, based on such factors as grade-point average, ACT or SAT scores, and other assessments indicators, 
the Vice President of Instruction of the College may grant exceptions to this requirement.) 
● Students wishing to take advantage of Dual Credit Enrollment opportunities may do so by meeting the 
following eligibility requirements for TSI, SAT, or ACT scores.  Please see the YISD Dual Credit 
Handbook for more information.   

 
Some considerations for those interested in dual credit classes: 

● The grade given by the college attended will become a part of your college transcript. A low/failing 
grade can put you on academic probation with the college, which may affect your eligibility for financial 
aide. 
● Classes taken for dual credit must be taken very seriously. This credit may be a high school required 
course needed for high school graduation. 

 
Students will be responsible for tuition and fees. YHS will purchase textbooks and any other class 

materials. If guidelines are met, the student may receive a Dual Credit Scholarship from Victoria Colleges.  
Dual Credit Scholarship applications are available online at the Victoria College website: 
https://www.victoriacollege.edu/scholarships the direct link is: https://victoriacollege.awardspring.com/..  You 
must complete a new scholarship application each semester.  The FAFSA is completed once each academic 
year. 
 



5 
 

DUAL CREDIT CLASSES AVAILABLE at YHS 
 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE  VICTORIA COLLEGE COURSE  Grade Level 

Professional Communication SPCH 1311 Introduction to Speech 
Communication 

10th Grade 

Fine Art ART 1301 Art Appreciation  10th Grade 

U.S. History (1
st 

semester) .5 credit 

U.S. History (2
nd 

semester) .5 credit  

HIST 1301 – History of the U.S. 
through 1877  
HIST 1302 – History of the U.S. from 
1877  

11th Grade 

English III (1st semester) 1/2 credit 
English III (2nd semester) 1/2 credit  

ENGL 1301 - Composition I 
Students can place out of 1301 by an 
AP, CLEP, SAT or ACT score, stated in 
the college catalog. 
 
ENGL 2327 - American Literature  

11th Grade 

English IV (1st semester) 1/2 credit 
English IV (2nd semester) 1/2 credit  

ENGL 1301 - Composition I OR ENGL 
2322 - British Literature I 
 
ENGL 1302 - Composition II OR 
ENGL 2322 – British Literature I 
 
Students can place out of 1301 by an 
AP, CLEP, SAT or ACT score, stated in 
the college catalog.  

12th Grade 

Pre-Calculus (1
st 

semester) .5 credit  MATH 1314 – College Algebra  11th or 12th 
grade 

Pre-Calculus (2nd semester) .5 credit Math 2412 Pre-Calculus 11th or 12th 
grade 

Technical Writing (2
nd 

semester) .5 
credit  

ENGL 2311 – Technical Writing • 
(English IV under HB5)  

11th or 12th 
Grade 

Statistics (2
nd 

semester) .5 credit  MATH 1342 -- Elem. Statistics  12th Grade 

Calculus (2 semesters) 1 credit  MATH 2413 -- Calculus 1  12th Grade 

Government (1
st 

semester) .5 credit  GOVT 2305 – Federal Government  12th Grade 

Economics (1st semester) .5 credit  ECON 2301 – Principle of Economics  12th grade 
 

 
CLASS RANK 
1. Class rank will be determined by a cumulative grade point average. 
2. Honors and dual credit will be weighted for determining class rank. 
3. Classes not considered as part of cumulative GPA include the following:  athletics, band, P.E., student 

aide classes, correspondence courses, home schooling classes, credit by examination for acceleration, 
Credit Recovery, dual credit summer courses, and regular accredited summer school courses. Dual credit 
college classes will be counted toward GPA, with the exclusion those taken during the final semester of 
your senior year.  

4. Computing the grade average for all high school classes through the end of the third 9 nine weeks (fifth 
six weeks) of the senior year will determine class rank.  
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5. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian must have completed four years of high school, be eligible for 
graduation according to state and local policies, and must have completed or be taking courses that when 
completed will meet the criteria for at least one endorsement and the recommended or distinguished 
achievement transcript. 

6. To attain Valedictory or Salutatory honors, a student must have been continuously enrolled in Yorktown 
High School for the four semesters preceding graduation. The residency rule does not apply to qualifying 
for the top 10% of the graduating class.  

7. Students who graduate early (3 years) or late (5 or more years) will be ranked with the class with whom 
they graduate. 

8. Ties for Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be broke by: 
a. First, comparing the number of advanced classes taken, The higher ranking being given to the student 
with the most number of advanced classes. (One semester classes will count as one-half.) 
b. Second, by comparing the student's SAT and ACT scores.    

 
TOP TEN PERCENT 

For two years following their graduation, students who are ranked in the top ten percent of their 
graduating class are eligible for automatic admission into many four-year-public universities and colleges 
in the state of Texas. Students and parents should see the YHS counselor for further information about the 
application process.                        
   

DETERMINING CREDIT 
For one (1) semester course, credit may be earned by: 

1.  Completing the course and obtaining a grade of 70 or above. 
2.  If grade of less than 70 is earned then the class must be repeated if credit is desired. 

For two (2) semester (year) courses, credit may be earned by:   

1. Completing both semesters with a combined average of 70 or better. 
2. The student’s grades from both semesters will be averaged and credit will be awarded if the combined 

average is 70 or above. Should the student’s combined average be less than 70, the student will be 
required to retake the semester in which he or she failed.  

 
Credit may be lost for excessive absences. To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90% 
of the days the class is offered. A student who attends at least 75% but fewer than 90% of the days the 
class is offered may receive credit for the class if he or she completes a plan approved by the principal 
that allows the student to fulfill the instructional requirements for the class. If a student is involved in a 
criminal or juvenile court proceeding, the approval of the presiding judge over the case will also be 
required before the student receives credit for the class.  (Please refer to FEC local policy) Attendance 
Committee guidelines may be found in the YHS Student Handbook.  

 
CLASSIFICATION STANDARDS  

Grade 9- promoted or placed from junior high school 
              (UIL eligibility: promoted) 
Grade 10- One (1) year attendance and six (6) credits 
              (UIL eligibility: five (5) credits) 
Grade 11- Two (2) years attendance and twelve (12) credits 
              (UIL eligibility: ten (10) credits) 
Grade 12- Three (3) years attendance and seventeen (17) credits 
              (UIL eligibility: fifteen (15) credits) 
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CREDIT BY EXAMINATION/ EXAMINATIONS FOR ACCELERATION 

No prior Formal Instruction: 
A student in any grade may use examinations in lieu of course work for acceleration to earn credit in an 

academic subject. A student will be given credit for an academic subject in which the student has had no prior 
instruction, if the student scores a minimum of 90 percent on a subject matter test for the applicable course. 
Questions regarding these examinations and procedures may be discussed with the counselor or principal.  

Prior Formal Instruction: 
A student who has had sufficient prior formal instruction as determined by the district on the basis of a 

review of the student's educational records (and who failed with a grade of not less than 60) may gain credit for 
the course upon passing a proficiency examination of the course.  The format of the proficiency exam will be 
determined by administration.  However, a student may not use this examination to regain eligibility to 
participate in extracurricular activities. 

 
Credit Recovery will be used for acceleration or lost credit but will not be used for ranking. 

 
HONORS/AP COURSES 
 
The following weighted system will apply for all Honors/ Pre-AP and AP, and Dual Credit/ITV courses taken at 
Yorktown High School in the 2018-2019 school year and thereafter. 
 
Eligible dual credit and AP courses shall be categorized and weighted as Advanced courses.  
Eligible Pre-AP courses and other courses locally designated as honors shall be categorized and weighted as 
Honors courses.  
All other eligible courses shall be categorized and weighted as Regular courses.  
 
The District shall assign weights to semester grades earned in eligible courses and calculate a weighted 
numerical grade average, in accordance with the following:  

Category   Weight  
Advanced   plus 10  
Honors   plus 5  
Regular   plus 0  
 

No weight shall be added to failing grades.  
 
Non-regular courses will have the following identifiers on the student's transcript: 
 "Q" - pre-AP 
 "P" - AP 
 "H" - Honors 
 "D" - Dual Credit 

The additional weight will not appear in the student's semester grade, as this does not determine credit, 
but the computer will automatically weight the class with the appropriate code and the additional points 
will be reflected in the GPA. 

 
Eligibility for advanced or honors courses will be determined by: 

 
1. A level 3 score of advanced on the STAAR of the previous year. However,: 

a. in lieu of a level 3 score, a student may get permission from the previous year’s teacher and the 
next year’s teacher to take the class or 

b. consideration of the previous year’s CBA (curriculum based assessments) with consistent 
Quintile scores of 4 or 5. 
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2. An average of 90 or higher in the previous year’s class. 
3. An agreement to meet the requirements of a summer project or assignment (mandated by the subject 

area). 
4. The student may be required to pass an exam upon returning to school over the summer project or 

assignment. Failure to pass this exam may mean the student will be removed from the honors class. 
5. Students must maintain an attitude and quality of work consistent with this type of class. If at any point 

the student becomes unable or unwilling to keep up with class work, the student will be dropped from 
any advanced/honors section.  No weight will be awarded if the course is dropped before the end of a 
semester. 

6. STAAR/TSI eligibility for dual credit will also be considered.  
 

General Expectations 
General Expectations: 
● Successful completion of each Honors/AP/Pre-AP course requires individual study time outside of class 

on a regular basis. 
● Students may need to purchase supplemental materials for some of the Honors/AP/Pre-AP courses. If they 

are unable to do so, they must speak to the teacher or administrator before it impacts a grade. 
● A student may be exited from Honors/AP/Pre-AP course at the end of the first 9 weeks of school, if they 

have not satisfactory maintained a passing grade.  
● A student may exit from Honors/AP/Pre-AP course during the first 9 weeks of school. A student may also 

choose to exit at the end of the semester. An exit form must be signed by the student, parent, and teacher. 
The Counselor and Principal must sign the form and submit to the registrar for an exit to be official. 

● A student may be allowed to exit outside of this window at the approval of the Counselor, Principal, and 
parent. 

Additional Notes: 
● Additional policies are outlined in the Student Handbook and in YISD School Board Policy. 
● Individual student integrity is a strand of excellence for Honors/AP Students. All students are expected to 

do their own work. Each teacher will uphold YISD policies and school procedures for breach of the honor 
code (see Academic Dishonesty/Cheating/Plagiarism).  Dual credit students are expected to follow 
the Academic Dishonesty policies of both YISD and the dual credit institution.  In the case of 
academic dishonesty by a dual credit student, dual credit grades will be determined by the college 
and the professor.   

 
 
 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 

Classes taken for high school credit while enrolled in junior high school will receive credit towards graduation 
requirements, but the grade will not be included in the cumulative high school grade point average. 
                                                                                                                                                          
ADDITIONAL AVAILABLE TESTS 
 Available at YHS 

PSAT- Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PAST scores are used by the College 
Board to identify National Merit finalists) 
ASVAB- Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test 
 
Available at an authorized testing location 
*SAT - College Entrance Exam (must be taken at a college that provides testing) 
*ACT- College Entrance Exam (must be taken at a college that provides testing) 
*TSI - College Entrance Exam (must be taken at a college that provides testing) 
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*Registration information is available in the counselor's office.     
 

COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
√ Course required to graduate (where honors or dual credit appear these are alternatives to the regular course, 

not an additional requirement) 
Course  Semesters  Credit  9  10  11  12  
English I  2  1  X     
English II  2  1   X    
English III  2  1    X   
English IV  2  1     X  
Honors English I  2  1  X     
Honors English II  2  1   X    
Honors English III  2  1    X   
AP English IV  2  1     X  
English College Prep (Elective)  2  1     X  
Reading I/II/III  2  1  X X X X  
Journalism I, II, III, IV 2 1 X X X X 

 
 
READING I/II/III 
Grade 9  Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
These courses offer students instruction in word recognition and comprehension strategies and vocabulary 
to ensure that high school students have an opportunity to read with competence, confidence, and 
understanding. Students are give opportunities to locate information in varied sources, to read critically, to 
evaluate sources, and to draw supportable conclusions. Students learn how various texts are organized and 
how authors choose language for effect. All of the strategies are applied in texts that cross the subject 
fields. 
 
√ ENGLISH I 
Grade 9  Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
English I will emphasize the development of reading and writing skills. Students learn how to re-create 
ideas from personal experience and to organize and develop these ideas logically to form descriptive, 
narrative, persuasive or expository compositions. Vocabulary and grammatical studies will enhance their 
writing skills. They will also read works from various literary genres and evaluate their merit by analyzing 
the content. 
 
 
 
√ ENGLISH I Honors 
Grade 9 Prerequisite: See previous information regarding honors Credit 1.0 

 
The honors course in English I is designed to train students to become skilled readers of various literary 
genres as well as make them flexible writers who can compose a variety of modes for a variety of 
purposes. Through close reading and critical analysis of selected literary works, the students will deepen 
their understanding and enhance their pleasure of literature. 
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√ ENGLISH II 
Grade 10  Prerequisite: English I Credit 1.0 

 
English II continues the study of composition and the forms of literature. The students will write multi-
paragraph essays in a variety of modes. Emphasis will be placed on the writing process. Classic novels, 
short stories and non-fiction pieces will be studied for critical analysis and as material for compositions. 
Basic grammar will be reviewed and practiced. There will be vocabulary study throughout the year. 
 
√ ENGLISH II Honors 
Grade 10 Prerequisite: See previous information regarding honors Credit 1.0 

 
Honors English II is the second course in advanced honors English II emphasizes upper taxonomic 
thinking skills and extensive composition. Student will read novels, short stories, and essays extensively 
and write literary analysis composed of elements of literature found on advanced exams. Students will 
also write creatively and participate in panel discussions. The course will include practice in advanced 
vocabulary. 
 

        √ ENGLISH III 
Grade 11  Prerequisite: English I & II Credit 1.0 

 
English III features major periods, authors, forms, and types of American literature, which reflect the 
Historical periods and events in the writings of the times. The literary study contains a variety of poetry, 
novels, short stories and essays and includes the study and use of literary terms. Students writing skills are 
emphasized and include focus on development of essays and longer compositions using outside 
information. Some of the writings are based on literary works and involve the development of vocabulary, 
development of reading skills and use of reference sources. 
 
√ ENGLISH III Honors 
Grade 11 Prerequisite: See previous information regarding honors Credit 1.0 

 
This course is designed for students who wish to have a more challenging and rigorous English II 
experience. In addition to the emphasis areas listed above, English II Honors students will be afforded 
opportunities to engage in lengthier and more challenging reading and writing experience with more 
sophisticated levels of instruction and more advanced skill work.  
 
√ Dual Credit ENGLISH III 
Grade 11
  

Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 
honors & Dual Credit 

Credit .5 per semester 

 
This class is offered via interactive television through Victoria College. Visit the high school counselor to 
obtain enrollment forms if you are interested in the course. See page 6 of this Course Offerings booklet for 
additional information regarding dual credit classes.  
 
√ ENGLISH IV  
Grade 12  Prerequisite: English I, II & III Credit 1.0 

 
English IV is a college preparatory course that focuses on, yet is not limited to, British literature. Genres 
will include drama, short stories, non-fiction selections, poetry, and novels. Challenging reading coupled 
with evaluative writing activities will advance the students’ vocabulary, as well as his/her syntactic 
capabilities. A college-level research paper will be required. 
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√ ENGLISH IV Honors 
Grade 12  Prerequisite: English I, II & III Credit 1.0 

 
This course is designed for students who wish to have a more challenging and rigorous English IV 
experience. In addition to the emphasis areas listed above, English IV Honors students will be afforded 
opportunities to engage in lengthier and more challenging reading and writing experience with more 
sophisticated levels of instruction and more advanced skill work.  
 
√ Dual Credit ENGLISH 
Grade 12
  

Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 
honors & Dual Credit 

Credit .5 per semester 

 
This class is offered via interactive television through Victoria College. Visit the high school counselor to 
obtain enrollment forms if you are interested in the course. See page 6 of this Course Offerings booklet for 
additional information regarding dual credit classes.  
 
ENGLISH COLLEGE PREP (ELECTIVE) 
Grade 12  Prerequisite: English I, II & III, English II EOC  Credit 1.0 

 
This college preparatory course is designed for senior students who have passed English II EOC, but have 
not yet met ELA college-ready criteria. Upon successful completion of this course, the student may enter 
an entry-level college credit- bearing English course at partnering institutions without remediation. ELA 
College Prep includes extensive composition and language practice, with a focus on expository and 
persuasive writing, as well as inquiry and research. The literature component will be a survey of British 
literature.  
              
 
 
JOURNALISM I, II, III, IV  
Grades 9- 12  Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
Students on the yearbook staff will cooperate with other participating persons and organizations in 
producing the school yearbook using desktop publishing. Students will take photographs after school 
and on weekends providing their own transportation or ride on the bus. Staff will work within time 
constraints and budget limitations to produce overall page designs and to produce effective graphic art. 
Good written communication skills are necessary. Students on the yearbook staff will also write effective 
headlines and captions for their individual pages. Yearbook staff members will also develop student 
financial responsibility by implementing effective sales and advertising campaigns. The class extends past 
the normal school year, finishing roughly two weeks after school is finished. Students enrolled in 
Yearbook communicate in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students are expected 
to plan, draft, and complete written and /or visual communications on a regular basis, carefully examining 
their copy for clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written 
English. Students are expected to become analytical consumers of media and technology to enhance their 
communication skills Students will learn journalistic ethics and standards. Writing, technology, and visual 
and electronic media are used as tools for learning as students create, clarify, critique, write, and produce 
effective communications. Students will refine and enhance their journalistic skills, research self-selected 
topics, and plan, organize, and prepare a project(s). 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

√ Course required to graduate (where honors or dual credit appear these are alternatives to the regular course, 
not an additional requirement) 

 
Course  Semesters  Credit  9  10  11  12  
World Geography  2  1  X     
World Geography Honors 2  1  X     
World History  2  1   X    
World History Honors 2  1   X    
United States History  2  1    X   
US History Honors 2  1    X   
U.S. Government (Civics)  1  1/2     X  
US Government Honors 1  1/2     X  
Economics/Free Enterprise  1  1/2     X  
Economics Honors 1  1/2     X  
Personal Financial Literacy  1  1/2   X  X  X  

 
√ WORLD GEOGRAPHY 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

World Geography is structured to provide students with information necessary to understand the physical 
and cultural characteristics of the world in which we live. Content emphasis is on physical geography, 
which includes the study of landforms, bodies of water, and climates along with human geography that 
focuses on the study of political, economic, and social structures of human life. 
 
√ WORLD GEOGRAPHY Honors 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

World Geography Honors is a course that consists of the same basic knowledge as World Geography. The 
information is provided in a writing and research-intensive manner, allowing students to develop a greater 
understanding of geographical terms and themes, the ability to analyze and express geographical changes 
and effect, and the ability to analyze geographical evidence.  
 
√ WORLD HISTORY 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
This course spans the time period 4,000,000 BC to the present. Students are introduced to the history of 
people and their cultures. Emphasis is placed on the following topics:  the beginning of civilization, 
civilization of the ancient world, civilizations of the medieval world, the emergence of modern nations, 
the development of industrial society, world war in the twentieth century, and the modern world since 
1945. 

 
√ WORLD HISTORY Honors 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course will consist of the same basic knowledge of the regular World History course. The 
information is provided in a writing and research format to allow students to develop a greater 
understanding of the development of man throughout history.  
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        √ U.S.HISTORY  

Grade 11 (10-12) Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
This course is a continuation of 8th grade American History, covering American civilization from the end 
of Reconstruction to the recent past. The course seeks to give students a perspective on the position of the 
United States among the nations of the world. Themes addressed in this course include: industrialization 
and its effects on American society, economy, and political processes; immigration, urbanization, and the 
changing demographics of the United States; Progressivism and the struggle for social justice: change and 
continuity in U.S. foreign policy; World War I ; social changes in the 1920's the Great Depression and the 
New York Deal; World War II; post-war affluence and social change including the Cold War and civil 
rights; the Vietnam War and the Great Society. 
 
√ U.S.HISTORY Honors 
Grade 11 (10-12) Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course will consist of the same basic knowledge of the regular U.S. History course. The information 
is provided in a writing and research format to allow students to develop a greater understanding of the 
development of the history of the United States.  
 
√ Dual Credit U.S. HISTORY THROUGH 1877 
Grade 11  Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 

honors & Dual Credit 
Credit .5  

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the United States from the 
pre-Columbian era to the Civil War/Reconstruction period. United States History I includes the study of 
pre-Columbian, colonial, revolutionary, early national, slavery and sectionalism, and the Civil War/ 
Reconstruction eras. Themes that may be addressed in United States History I include: American 
settlement and diversity, American culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological change, 
economic change, immigration and migration, and creation of the federal government. 
 
√ Dual Credit U.S. HISTORY FROM 1877 - PRESENT 
Grade 11  Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 

honors & Dual Credit 
Credit .5  

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the United States from the 
Civil War/Reconstruction era to the present. United States History II examines industrialization, 
immigration, world wars, the Great Depression, Cold War and post-Cold War eras. Themes that may be 
addressed in United States History II include: American culture, religion, civil and human rights, 
technological change, economic change, immigration and migration, urbanization and suburbanization, 
the expansion of the federal government, and the study of U.S. foreign policy 

 
       √ U.S. GOVERNMENT  

Grade 12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
 
This course covers an introduction to American government with attention to the U.S. Constitution, its 
origins and principles; civil rights; structure and functions of the Congress, Presidency, and the Judiciary, 
and to national politics, voting, parties and elections.  
 
√ U.S. GOVERNMENT Honors 
Grade 12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
This course covers the above information with more rigor and depth of knowledge.  Students will utilize 
higher order thinking skills to delve deeper into government.    
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√ ECONOMICS  
Grade 12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 
Economics is a study of the basic characteristics of the American economic system with an emphasis on 
the role of private property, the price system, and competition. It involves fundamental economic concepts 
such as markets, economic incentives, and opportunity cost, which operate in the American and other 
economic systems. Also discussed are the economic principles that influence business decisions and the 
economic role of government in a market economy. 
 
√ ECONOMICS Honors  
Grade 12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course covers the above information with more rigor and depth of knowledge.  Students will utilize 
higher order thinking skills to delve deeper into economics.    
 
√ DUAL CREDIT GOVERNMENT 
Grade 12  Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 

honors & Dual Credit 
Credit .5  

This class is offered via interactive television through Victoria College. Visit the high school counselor to 
obtain enrollment forms if you are interested in this course. See pages 4 & 5 of this Course Offerings 
booklet for additional information regarding dual credit classes. 
 
√ DUAL CREDIT ECONOMICS 
Grade 12  Prerequisite: See previous information regarding 

honors & Dual Credit 
Credit .5  

This class is offered via interactive television through Victoria College. Visit the High school counselor to    
obtain forms if you are interested in this course. See pages 4 & 5 of this Course Offering booklet for 
additional information regarding dual credit classes. 
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MATHEMATICS 

√ Course required to graduate (where honors or dual credit appear these are alternatives to the regular course, 
not an additional requirement) 

 
Course  Semesters  Credit  9  10  11  12  
Algebra I  2  1  X     
Algebra I Honors 2 1 X    
Geometry  2  1  X  X    
Geometry Honors 2  1  X X    
Math Models 2  1    X  X  
Algebra II  2  1   X  X  X  
Algebra II  Honors 2  1   X  X   
Pre-Calculus  2  1    X  X  
Pre-Calculus Honors 2  1    X  X  
AP Calculus  2  1     X  
College Prep Math  2  1     X  

 
 
√ ALGEBRA I 
Grade 8-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Coursework concentrates on foundations for functions, linear functions, and quadratic and other nonlinear 
functions. Special emphasis is placed on problem solving and students are strongly encouraged to 
purchase a graphing calculator. (TI-83 Plus graphing calculators are used during class.) Students are 
expected to demonstrate mastery of objectives on the STAAR test. 
When successfully completed in junior high, high school credit will be given, but the grade will not be 
averaged into your GPA.      
 
√ ALGEBRA I Honors 
Grade 8-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Algebra I honors will include enrichment and extensions beyond the regular Algebra I course into basics 
developed in Algebra II.  This course is designed to prepare students to enter Geometry Honors and 
Algebra II honors.  Students enrolled in this course will take the state required End of Course Exam. 
 
√ GEOMETRY 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: High School Credit of Algebra I Credit 1.0 

 
Geometry consists of the study of geometric figures of zero, one, two, and three dimensions and the 
relationships having to do with size, shape, location, direction, and orientation of these figures.  The 
students use a variety of representations, tools, and technology to solve meaningful problems by 
representing figures, transforming figures, analyzing relationships, and proving things about them.  
Special emphasis is placed on problem solving and students are strongly encouraged to purchase a 
graphing calculator. 
 
√ GEOMETRY Honors 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: High School Credit of Algebra I Credit 1.0 

This course addresses all Geometry TEKS and focuses on advanced Geometry concepts in preparing 
students for Calculus as well as geometric thinking and spatial reasoning; geometric figures and their 
properties; the relationship between Geometry, other mathematics, and other disciplines. 
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MATH MODELS WITH APPLICATIONS 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: Geometry & prior to Algebra II Credit 1.0 

This course is designed to build on knowledge from prior math courses and be a path to success in 
Algebra II. Students learn to apply     mathematics to areas such as personal finance, engineering, fine arts, 
and social sciences. Real-life application problems are solved and modeled using a variety of algebraic 
tools and technology.  
    

         ALGEBRA II 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I Credit 1.0 

Students wishing to graduate with a recommended diploma and then attend college should take Algebra II.  
Algebra II continues the study of functions that began in Algebra I, utilizing a more sophisticated 
approach.  The course emphasizes the use of equations and functions to represent geometric curves and 
figures and the connections between algebra and geometry as tools of one to help solve problems in the 
other.  Special emphasis is placed on problem solving and students are strongly encouraged to purchase a 
graphing calculator.  
 

        ALGEBRA II Honors 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I Credit 1.0 

This course addresses all Algebra II TEKS SEs and focuses on advanced algebra concepts in Preparing 
students for Advanced Placement Calculus along with algebraic thinking and symbolic reasoning; 
functions, equations, and their relationship; the relationship between algebra and Geometry  
 
PRE-CALCULUS (Honors Course) 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra 2 Credit 1.0 

In pre-calculus, topics include polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, and 
piecewise-defined functions, sequences and series, parametric representations of conic sections, and 
vectors.  Special emphasis is placed on problem solving and students are strongly encouraged to purchase 
a graphing calculator.  (TI-83 Plus graphing calculators are used during class.) 
 
College Prep Math  
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra 2 Credit 1.0 

College Prep Math course topics include real numbers, basic geometry, polynomials, factoring, linear 
equations, inequalities, quadratic equations, rational expressions, factoring techniques, radicals, algebraic 
fractions, complex numbers, graphing linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations, systems of 
equations, graphing quadratic equations and an introduction to functions. Emphasis is placed on algebraic 
techniques, in order to successfully complete an entry-level college mathematics course.  

 
DUAL CREDIT COLLEGE ALGEBRA 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra 2, See previous information regarding 

honors & Dual Credit 
Credit 0.5 

See college course catalog for description. 

Dual Credit CALCULUS  
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus, See previous information 

regarding honors & Dual Credit 
Credit 0.5  

Limits of functions, continuity, and derivatives are studied in detail.  Both indefinite and definite integrals 
are explored, with applications to area and volume.  The anti-derivative, sequences and series and 
differential equations are also included along with analytic geometry.  Graphing calculators will be used 
extensively. 
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STRATEGIC LEARNING FOR HIGH SCHOOL MATH  
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course is intended to create strategic mathematical learners from underprepared mathematics 
students. The basic understandings will stimulate students to think about their approach to mathematical 
learning. 
 
ALGEBRAIC REASONING 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I Credit 1.0 

Students will build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics in   Kindergarten-Grade 8 and Algebra I, 
continue with the development of mathematical reasoning related to algebraic understandings and 
processes, and deepen a foundation for studies in subsequent mathematics courses. 
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SCIENCE 

√ Course required to graduate (where honors or dual credit appear these are alternatives to the regular course, 
not an additional requirement) 

Course  Semesters  Credit  9  10  11  12  
Biology I  2  1  X     
Biology I Honors 2  1  X     
Chemistry I  2  1   X    
Chemistry I Honors 2  1   X    
Physics  2  1    X  X  
Physics Honors 2  1    X  X  
Integrated Physics and Chemistry  2  1   X  X   
Earth and Space Science 2  1    X X  
Anatomy and Physiology  2  1     X  

 
√ BIOLOGY 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.  
Students in biology study a variety of topics that include structures and functions of cells and viruses; 
growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological 
evolution, taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms, living systems; homeostasis, 
ecosystems, and plants and the environment. 
 
√ HONORS BIOLOGY 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

The honors Biology course extends the topics of Biology, (see above).  Students should expect nightly 
preparation, extended field or lab work as well as more independent projects.  Honors course requirements 
apply. 
 
INTEGRATED PHYSICS & CHEMISTRY (IPC) 
Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

In Integrated Physics and Chemistry, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific 
methods during investigation, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem 
solving. This course integrates the disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics: force, 
motion, energy, and matter. 
 
CHEMISTRY  
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I and any one unit of 

high school science 
Credit 1.0 

In Chemistry, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.  
Students study a variety of topics that include characteristics of matter; energy transformations during 
physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases; bonding; 
nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids 
and bases; and chemical reactions.  Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily 
lives. 
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CHEMISTRY Honors 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I and any one unit of high 

school science 
Credit 1.0 

In Chemistry, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. 
Students study a variety of topics that include characteristics of matter, use of the Periodic Table, 
development of atomic theory and chemical bonding, chemical stoichiometry, gas laws, solution 
chemistry, thermochemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral 
part of our daily lives. This course is similar in scope and sequence to Chemistry; however, the depth 
and complexity of the topics covered will be at a higher level.  

 
          PHYSICS 

Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I Credit 1.0 

In Physics, students will conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. 
Students in physics study a variety of topics that include; laws of motion, changes within physical systems 
and conservation of energy and momentum, force, thermodynamics, characteristics and behavior of 
waves, and quantum physics.  This course provides students with a conceptual framework, factual 
knowledge, and analytical and scientific skills. 
 
PHYSICS Honors 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Algebra I Credit 1.0 

In Physics, students will conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. 
Students in physics study a variety of topics that include; laws of motion, changes within physical systems 
and conservation of energy and momentum, force, thermodynamics, characteristics and behavior of 
waves, and quantum physics.  This course provides students with a conceptual framework, factual 
knowledge, and analytical and scientific skills. This course is similar in scope and sequence to Physics; 
however, the depth and complexity of the topics covered will be at a higher level.   
 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Biology and any one any other science 

course 
Credit 1.0 

Anatomy and Physiology is a science class designed for serious students interested in health careers or 
medical school.  This course is taught as a college preparatory class. Topics include cells, tissues, organs, 
and systems of the body.  Organic chemistry is introduced.  Laboratory dissection is required. 
 
EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Biology, IPC or Chemistry Credit 1.0 

  
Earth and Space Science is a capstone course designed to build on students' prior scientific and 
academic knowledge and skills to develop an understanding of Earth's system in space and time. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Two years of the same language are required 

√ SPANISH I 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Spanish I is designed to broaden the student through experience of the language.  The course is designed 
to teach the basic concepts of the Spanish language.  The four language skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing are developed through the study of basic grammar and linguistics and the study of 
culture and history of the Hispanic world. 
 
√ SPANISH II 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: Spanish I Credit 1.0 

Spanish II is a full year course designed to expand the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing through the study of advanced grammar and linguistics and further studies of culture and 
history of the Hispanic world.  It is highly recommended  for students to take Spanish II immediately after 
completing Spanish I. 
 
SPANISH III 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Spanish II Credit 1.0 

Spanish III is a full year course designed to carry the student further in his development of the four 
language skills, while deepening insights into the Hispanic culture, including exposure to the works of 
writers of the Spanish-speaking world. 

 

ELECTIVES 

GENERAL ELECTIVES 

         INDEPENDENT STUDIES  

Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 
This is not a study hall but rather a course for mature, serious- minded students, designed to give 
independent students the opportunity to involve themselves in cross-curriculum studies focused on higher 
levels of content knowledge. The class will be taught by teachers who will interact with students as 
facilitators to guide students in their chosen field of interest. Students will be given a great deal of 
academic freedom to explore areas of strengths to develop process and problem-solving skills. A project, 
paper, and presentation are required to end the course. Students seeking to graduate on the distinguished 
graduation high school program will be required to present their research before a committee of faculty, 
community, and family members.  This course services students in the GT program. It can be taken each 
semester up to three times.  

 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

Personal Financial Literacy is designed to be an interactive and research-based course. The course will 
teach students to apply critical-thinking and problem-solving skills to analyze decisions involving earning 
and spending, saving and investing, credit and borrowing, insuring and protecting, and college and 
postsecondary education and training. There are many references to conducting a cost-benefit analysis for 
spending and investing decisions. Students evaluate the necessity of the purchase, the quality or value of 
the purchase or investment compared to other alternatives, and the total cost of acquisition, particularly in 
the context of financing options. Students also understand the power of both compound growth on 
investments and compound interest on debt and how these concepts affect the ability to build wealth over 
time.  
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PSYCHOLOGY 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

This course may not be substituted as a Social Studies graduation required course. Psychology is an upper 
level one semester course offered to mature students who are interested in the eld of psychology. Human 
growth, development, and behavior of the individual are concepts that will be studied along with the 
concept of understanding oneself and other individuals.  

 
SOCIOLOGY 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

Sociology is an upper level one semester course offered to mature students who are interested in the field 
of sociology. Human growth, development, and behavior of the individual as part of a family, group, and 
society are concepts that will be studied along with the concept of understanding the dynamics of group 
and society as a whole.  

     
AGRICULTURE 
 

PRINCIPLES OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND NATURAL RESOURCES  
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

 To be prepared for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students must attain academic skills 
and knowledge in agriculture. This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding 
career opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and 
expectations. To prepare for success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, 
apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings 
 
WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, AND ECOLOGY MANAGEMENT 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course offers the Hunter Safety Course.  Students will identify various species of wildlife and learn 
about habitats, and will learn the general management of wildlife. 
 
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Students learn the anatomy, breeds, evaluation, and management of livestock species. 
 
EQUINE SCIENCE 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

In Equine Science, students will acquire knowledge and skills related to equine animal systems and the 
equine industry. Equine Science may address topics related to horses, donkeys, and mules.  
 
SMALL ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

In Small Animal Management, students will acquire knowledge and skills related to small animals and the 
small animal management industry. Small Animal Management may address topics related to small 
mammals such as dogs and cats, amphibians, reptiles, and birds.  
 
VETERINARY MEDICAL APPLICATIONS 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
Veterinary Medical Applications covers topics relating to veterinary practices, including practices for  
large and small animal species. To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to 
attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the 
workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and 
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industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and 
transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Topics covered in this course include, but are 
not limited to, veterinary practices as they relate to both large and small animal species. 
 
PRACTICUM IN AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 2.0 

Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources is designed to give students supervised practical 
application of knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations appropriate 
to the nature and level of experiences such as employment, independent study, internships, assistantships, 
mentorships, or laboratories. The practicum course is a paid or unpaid capstone experience for students 
participating in a coherent sequence of career and technical education courses in the Agriculture, Food, 
and Natural Resources Career Cluster.  
 

BUSINESS/TECHNOLOGY 
 
BUSINESS INFORMATION MANAGEMENT I (BUSIM-I) 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the 
workplace and in society and make a successful transition to the workforce and postsecondary education. 
Students apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies, create word-
processing documents, develop a spreadsheet, formulate a database, and make an electronic presentation 
using appropriate software. 
 
BUSINESS LAW 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

Business Law is designed for students to analyze various aspects of the legal environment, including 
ethics, the judicial system, contracts, personal property, sales, negotiable instruments, agency and 
employment, business organization, risk management, and real property.  
 
VIRTUAL BUSINESS 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

Virtual Business is designed for students to start a virtual business by creating a web presence, conducting 
online and off-line marketing, examining contracts appropriate for an online business, and demonstrating 
project-management skills. Students will also demonstrate bookkeeping skills for a virtual business, 
maintain business records, and understand legal issues associated with a virtual business.  
 
GLOBAL BUSINESS 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 0.5 

Global Business is designed for students to analyze global trade theories, international monetary systems, 
trade policies, politics, and laws relating to global business as well as cultural issues, logistics, and 
international human resource management.  

 
PRACTICUM IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 2.0 

Practicum in Business Management is designed to give students supervised practical application of 
previously studied knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences occur in a paid or unpaid arrangement and 
a variety of locations appropriate to the nature and level of experience. Students implement personal and 
interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the workplace and in society and to make a 
successful transition to the workforce or postsecondary education. Students apply technical skills to 
address business applications of emerging technologies.  
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ARCHITECTURE/CONSTRUCTION 
 
         PRINCIPLES OF CONSTRUCTION 

Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
Principles of Construction is intended to provide an introduction and lay a solid foundation for those 
students entering the construction or craft skilled areas. The course provides a strong knowledge of 
construction safety, construction mathematics, and common hand and power tools. For safety and liability 
considerations, limiting course enrollment to 15 students is recommended. This course also provides 
communication and occupation skills to assist the student in obtaining and maintaining employment. 
Students can earn an NCCER Core Curriculum Certification. 

 
         BUILDING MAINTENANCE TECHNOLOGY 1 

Grade 10-11 Prerequisite: Principles of Construction Credit 2.0 
In Building Maintenance Technology, I, students will gain knowledge and skills needed to enter the field 
of building maintenance as a building maintenance technician or supervisor or secure a foundation for a 
postsecondary degree in construction management, architecture, or engineering. Students will acquire 
knowledge and skills in plumbing; electrical; and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 
systems. Additionally, students will learn methods for repair and installation of drywall, roof, and 
insulation systems.  

 
        BUILDING MAINTENANCE TECHNOLOGY II 

Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Building Maintenance Technology I Credit 2.0 
In Building Maintenance Technology II, students will continue to gain advanced knowledge and skills 
needed to enter the workforce as a building maintenance technician or supervisor and construction project 
manager or secure a foundation for a postsecondary degree in construction management, architecture, or 
engineering. Students will acquire knowledge and skills in safety, Occupational Safety, and Health 
Administration (OSHA) standards, and safety devices in electrical circuits; maintenance of electrical and 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems; and concepts of historic preservation.  

 
MANUFACTURING 
 
        WELDING I 

Grade 10-11 Prerequisite: Principles of Construction Credit 2.0 
Welding I provide the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in metal technology 
systems. Students will develop knowledge and skills related to this system and apply them to personal 
career development. This course supports integration of academic and technical knowledge and skills. 
Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems. 
Knowledge about career opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace 
skills prepare students for future success.  Students can earn an NCCER Welding I certification.   

 
        WELDING II 

Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Welding I Credit 2.0 
Welding II builds on the knowledge and skills developed in Welding I. Students will develop advanced 
welding concepts and skills as related to personal and career development. Students will integrate 
academic and technical knowledge and skills. Students will have opportunities to reinforce, apply, and 
transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems.  
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        PRACTICUM IN MANUFACTURING 

Grade 12 Prerequisite: Welding II Credit 2.0 
The Practicum in Manufacturing course is designed to give students supervised practical application of 
previously studied knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations 
appropriate to the nature and level of experience.  

 
CULINARY ARTS 
 
         PRINCIPLES OF HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM 

Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
Principles of Hospitality and Tourism introduces students to an industry that encompasses lodging, travel 
and tourism, recreation, amusements, attractions, and food/beverage operations. Students learn knowledge 
and skills focusing on communication, time management, and customer service that meet industry 
standards. Students will explore the history of the hospitality and tourism industry and examine 
characteristics needed for success in that industry.  

 
         INTRODUCTION TO CULINARY ARTS 

Grade 10-11 Prerequisite: Principles of Hospitality Credit 1.0 
Introduction to Culinary Arts will emphasize the principles of planning, organizing, staffing, directing, and 
controlling the management of a variety of food service operations. The course will provide insight into 
the operation of a well-run restaurant. Introduction to Culinary Arts will provide insight into food 
production skills, various levels of industry management, and hospitality skills. This is an entry level 
course for students interested in pursuing a career in the food service industry. This course is offered as a 
classroom and laboratory-based course.  
 
CULINARY ARTS 

Grade 10-11 Prerequisite: Intro to Culinary Credit 2.0 
Culinary Arts begins with the fundamentals and principles of the art of cooking and the science of baking 
and includes management and production skills and techniques. Students can pursue a national sanitation 
certification or other appropriate industry certifications. This course is offered as a laboratory-based 
course.  
 
ADVANCED CULINARY ARTS 

Grade 12 Prerequisite: Culinary Arts Credit 2.0 
Advanced Culinary Arts will extend content and enhance skills introduced in Culinary Arts by in- depth 
instruction of Industry-driven standards in order to prepare students for success in higher education, 
certifications, and/or immediate employment.  
 

 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
         HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Grade 9-10 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
Human Growth and Development is an examination of human development across the lifespan with 
emphasis on research, theoretical perspectives, and common physical, cognitive, emotional, and social 
developmental milestones. The course covers material that is generally taught in a postsecondary, one-
semester introductory course in developmental psychology or human development.  
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          INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES 

Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 2.0 
Instructional Practices is a field-based (practicum) internship that provides students with background 
knowledge of child and adolescent development as well as principles of effective teaching and training 
practices. Students work under the joint direction and supervision of both a teacher with knowledge of 
early childhood, middle childhood, and adolescence education and exemplary educators or trainers in 
direct instructional roles with elementary-, middle school-, and high school-aged students.  

 
         PRACTICUM IN EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Grade 12 Prerequisite: Instructional Practices Credit 2.0 
Practicum in Education and Training is a field-based internship that provides students background  
knowledge of child and adolescent development principles as well as principles of effective teaching and 
training practices.  

 
FINE ARTS 

One of Fine Art is required 

ART (I, II, III, IV) 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

This course introduces the elements and principles of art and attempts to provide experiences that will 
enable students to express creative ideas through a variety of mediums: design, drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and/or sculpture. 

 
         THEATER/DRAMA (I, II, III, IV) 

Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 
Students are exposed to the elements of drama and the conventions of theatre. Students will focus on the 
skills of improvisation; employ stage movement to convey thought, feelings, and actions; and define and 
give examples of theatrical conventions. Students will learn to analyze a character from a script, 
describing physical, intellectual, emotional, and social dimensions. They also will improvise, write, and 
refine monologues, scenes, and vignettes to convey meaning to the audience. Students will develop an 
understanding of the historical and cultural influences on theatre and analyze the roles of live theatre, film, 
television, and electronic media in American society. 
         
BAND ( I, II, III, & IV ) 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: Previous Year of Band Credit 1.0 

Band can count as the 1 credit of P.E. The band program places emphasis upon the mastery of the 
fundamentals of plying various musical instruments used in high school band. Emphasis is also placed on 
the development of physical coordination and precision through marching and drilling and discriminative 
listening. In addition to these basic objectives, participation in the band aids in developing leadership and 
responsibility, cooperation, self-discipline, diligence, cultural awareness and deeper appreciation for all 
music. 

 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

1 credit of P.E. or Athletics is required to graduate.  2 Years of Marching Band will also provide the 
required credit. 
 
√ PHYSICAL EDUCATION (P.E.) 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

In Physical Education each student is provided with an opportunity to develop skill and understanding in a 
variety of sports activities that will serve him/her throughout life. Students will participate in fitness 
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testing several times during the school term to ensure his/her potential is being reached, Students will be 
made aware of their individual fitness needs. Individual and team sports will be taught along with the 
skills of lifetime fitness and an appreciation of all sports. Students will learn to enjoy effort and 
achievement. 
 
√ ATHLETICS 
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: Athletic Director Approval Credit 1.0 

Students must be enrolled in athletic class to participate in any sport.  Exceptions need to be approved by 
the Athletic Director and head coach of the sport. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
(CTE) PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS  
Grade 9-12 Prerequisite: None Credit .5 
Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based 
environment. Careers in the global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong 
background in computer and technology applications, a strong and solid academic foundation, and a 
proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, students will be 
expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, 
manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. 
 

OTHER ELECTIVES 
 
ADVANCED ACADEMIC SKILLS 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: None Credit 1.0 

In the Advanced Academic Skills elective course, high achieving students will enhance the skills needed 
to be successful in advanced high school and college courses. Course content will include; a project based 
learning assignment college readiness assignments (CRA); preparation for PSAT-NMSQT, SAT, and 
ACT; leadership skills; and strategies for studying, managing time, researching, and organizing. The 
course is available to students in grades 10-12, and course grades will receive additional weighting as an 
advanced course for consideration in student’s grade point average (GPA).   

 
CAREER PREPARATION 
Grade 11-12 Prerequisite: Employment Credit 2.0-3.0 

Career Preparation is an 11th grade course in which students develop essential knowledge and skills 
through classroom technical instruction and on-the-job training in an approved business and industry 
training area. Students will develop skills for lifelong learning, employability, leadership, management, 
work ethics, safety, and communication as a group; however, each student will have an individual training 
plan that will address job specific knowledge and skills. Approved training sponsors will provide paid 
occupational training for a student. The training sponsor will assist the teacher in providing the necessary 
knowledge and skills for the student’s specific career preparation. Students must be at least 16 years old. 
Students must provide their own transportation.  

 
CREDIT RECOVERY PROGRAM  

 
CREDIT RECOVERY CLASS 
Grade 10-12 Prerequisite: Behind in Credits to Graduate  Credit: Based on 

courses/credits made up 
The Yorktown High School credit recovery program is an opportunity for a student to earn course credit in 
a class they previously received no credit in.Yorktown High School has seen an increase of students 
enrolling into the district that are behind in their credits for various reasons. This situation negatively 
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affects the districts graduation rate and dropout rate. High School students who are behind in credits are 
not uncommon in public education, especially students who are highly mobile. Therefore, many school 
districts have implemented credit recovery programs to help students achieve academic success. At this 
time Yorktown High School assigns students summer school and Saturday School for credit recovery.     
 
Eligibility                                                                                                                                                                                 
 To qualify for enrollment in a credit recovery class, a student must have previously taken the same 
standard, traditional course (i.e. four core) and earned a failing grade or no credit for attendance. 
These courses will be offered through our Edgenuity program and will take the place of a student’s 
elective course.    
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High School Endorsement Options and Pathways 

ARTS AND HUMANITIES ENDORSEMENT 
English Social Studies 

Art and Literature 
● English I (1) or Pre-AP English I (1) 
● English II (1) or Pre-AP English II (1) 
● English III (1) or AP and Humanities 1 
● Humanities 2 and AP Art History (1) 

Creative Writing 
● English I (1) or Pre-AP English I (1) 
● English II (1) or Pre-AP English II (1) 
● English III (1) or AP and Creative Writing (1) 
● Advanced Journalism 

History 
● World Geography Regular or Pre-AP 
● World History Regular or AP 
● US History Regulary, Dual, or AP and AP European History 
● Government/Economics Regular, Dual, or AP 

Social Sciences 
● World Geography Regular or Pre-AP or AP Human Geography 
● World History Regular or AP 
● US History Regulary, Dual, or AP and AP Pyschology 
● Government/Economics Regular, Dual, or AP 

Fine Arts World Languages 
Band 

● Band 1 
● Band 2 
● Band 3 
●  Band 4 

Theatre 
● Theatre I 
● Theatre II 
● Theatre III 
● Theatre IV 

Visual Arts  
● Art I 
● Art II  
● Art III  
● Art IV 

Spanish 
● Spanish I 
● Spanish II 
● Spanish III or III Pre-AP 
● AP Spanish IV 

 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 
Agriculture Information Technology 

Veterinary Studies 
● Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources (1) 
● Livestock Production (1) 
● Equine Science (.5) and Small Animal Management (.5) 
● Veterinary Medical Applications (1)  
● Practicum in Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources (2) 

Computer Programming 
● Principles of Information Technology (1) 
● Computer Science I (1)  
● Computer Science II (1) 
● Practicum in Information Technology (2) 
 

Architecture an Construction Hospitality and Tourism 
Construction Management 

● Principles of Construction (1) 
● Building Maintenance I (2) 
● Building Maintenance II (2) 
● Practicum in Construction Management (2) 

 

Culinary Arts 
● Principles of Hospitality and Tourism (1) 
● Introduction to Culinary Arts (1) 
● Culinary Arts  (2) 
● Advanced Culinary Arts  (2) 
● Practicum of Culinary Arts (2) 
 

Business Management Manufacturing 
Business Information 

● Principles of Information Technology(1) 
● Business Information Management I (1) 
● Global Business (.5)/Business Law (.5) 
● Practicum in Business Management (2) 

 

Welding 
● Principles of Construction (1) 
● Welding I (2) 
● Welding II (2) 
● Practicum in Manufacturing 

 
 
 

 
Business Communications – English Language Arts 

Newspaper/Yearbook 
● Journalism (.5) and Photojournalism (.5) 
● Newspaper 1 (1) or Yearkbook 1 ( 
● Newspaper 2 (1) or Yearbook 2 (1) 
● Newspaper 3 (1) or Yearbook 3 (1) 
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PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT 
Education and Training 

Education and Training 
● Principles of Education and Training (1) 
● Human Growth and Development (1) 
● Instructional Practices (2) 
● Practicum in Education and Training (2) 

 
 

STEM ENDORSEMENT 
Math  

Science 
Calculus 

● Algebra I (1) or Geometry (1) 
● Algebra II (1) or Geometry (1) and Algebra II (1) 
● Precalculus (1) 
● Calculus (1) Independent Study in Mathematics 

 

Biology 
● Biology (1) 
● Chemistry (1) 
● Physics (1) and Anatomy and Physiology (1) 
● AP or Dual Credit Biology (1) 

 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY ENDORSEMENT 
Option 1: 
Complete four credits from each of the four foundation subject areas: English Mathematics Science Social Studies Must include English IV, and 
Physics and/or Chemistry  
Option 2: 
Complete four advanced placement or dual credits from the following departments: English Mathematics Science Social Studies Languages other 
than English Fine Arts Must include English IV, and Physics and/or Chemistry 
Option 3: 
Complete four advanced courses (junior level or higher) from within one endorsement or among multiple endorsements.  
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